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5 ig) good a Work in irſclf, and at 
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to Mankind; ier fepararcly 
ae or as united in Societies greatet 
and leſs: that to recommend it, one would 
think, there ſhould be little Occaſion, and to 
zpologizeforir none 1 9008 1 
Hh ” . A 2 0 I N- 
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this kind. The Goſpel of our. Lord 12 
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INDEED there would be none, 85 
it not that lone Men havt en 4 
confound all Diſtinction between Virtuc 
and Vice, and will allow no Difference be- 
tween them, tho' there be the moſt obvious 


; . apes it be to give Vice the prefe- 


vd to thinkit, of the two, the 
Eble. * \ Amongly this appy Nu 


re too many of our FelloW-Chri Per- 
ſons that bear the Chriſtian Name, however 


_ unworthy of it, who are become Patrons 


of Wickcdnels, and are neither aſhamed to 
practiſe nor defend it. 
Now this it is, that makes a Vindica- 


tion of the Truths and Ways of Religion 


neceſſary ; the many, I mn, that oppoſe 
and run them down: ſome as is pretended 

our of Principle, others by their Practice. 
And ſhould engage all who ꝓtofeſs to have 
the-Redeemer's Intereſt at art, to do every 
thing in their power to en örage and pro- 


mote it. And bleſſed be God, we want not 


for Encouragements the fulleſt and moſt 
ſatisfactory that can be given to a Work of 


Chriſt, which with ſo much rcaſon we look 
upon and valuc as a Revelation from God 
to us, is richly ſtor d withMotives to a Life of 


gſeful and undiſſembled Piety. Nay, theſe 
Encouragemcnts ſpread through the whole 
Bible in a manner, that whereſoever we 


a „ ; 
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Tk our Eye, we m cg Fea? With an in- 
g Charm Fo Lyon Yirtue.., 
HAT à powerful e is there 


4 the Text, to own the « auſe of. Chriſt 
ourſelves, and to ſtand 1 up or and A's it 


with quan Hhoſaever  therefo bal 


ee, ee Mon bim all [7 confel 7 


ore my F. at her SF cus: is in Heaven. 

TH+1s. Chapter. contains our bleſſed. Sa- 
viour's Inſtructions to his twelye Diſciples, 
when he firſt ſent them into the —ô 4 to 
preach and publiſh his Goſpel, From the 
firſt Verſe to the ſixteenth, we haye an ac- 


count of "IE Power, and Authority, the 


Places wherei nd the Manner how it was 


- to be exerciſed: after theſe Regulations 


come the graynds of their Encouragement 
in the faithful Diſcharge, of their Office, 
from the ſixteenth Verſe to the fortieth? 

Then follow the Promiſes to ſuch as ſhould 


glye their Meſſage welcome Entertain. 


Wir ro the, end of the Chapter. 


b is one 80 yy Arguments | 


which our Sayiour oy kes ule of to encou- 


is ſincere Followers in the 


125 rage his. "Die firſt, bis Miniſters after 
em, A 


Here Seelen, of time, to a ſteady Ad- 
herence to him, and open Acknowledgment 


of bim before the World. And we may 


obſerye the Argument made uſe of to per- 


ſuade to this, is taken from, a very moving 


Topick, that Imcan, of Advantage. The 
whole 


oy 
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5 E is as if Chriſt had ſaid ; It's true, 
this is likely to prove a very hazardous Bu- 
ſineſs: the Errand I am ſending you out into 
the World upon, will, I certainly foreſee, ex- 
Pole you to conſiderable Difficulties and 
- Dangers: but be ef good heart, take cou- 
rage, for I-who have the Rewards of ano» 
ther World ar my diſpoſe, as well as thoſe 
| of this; I aſſure you, that whatever you 
| ſuffer for my ſake and the Goſpel's at pre- 
b- ſent, you ſhall be unſpeakable Gainers at 
| the laſt. In the Words, theſe two Lee's | 
S | arc obſervable. _ 
| | A Duty enjoined, with a proper Motive 
| rightly to perform it. The Duty is that of 
confeſſing Chriſt Jeſus ; a Duty in which 
we are alf very nearly concerned: tho ſuch 
as are eminently qualified for it, either by 
the Excellency of their Gifts, or the Ad- 
vantage of their Station in Church or 
fate ; have g greater Obligations lying up- 
on them to a Profeſſion of Religion i in a 
more noted way, than others of meaner 
Gifts and a lower Rank. Magiſtrates, and 
Miniſters, and Men of great Quality, and 
reat Eſtates, whoſe Circumſtances of Fot- 
une allow them to make ſome Figur in 
the World, and whoſe Influence over o- 
thers muſt 'for this reaſon be the more ex- 
tenſive, have a ſpecial Opportunity aboye 
the lower Sort of private Chriſtians, of 
Hppouring ads and his Son Jeſus, in thoſe 
| e 


for Reformation of | Manners. 
higher Stations in which divine Providence 
hath ſet them. Riches even without Places 
of Authority, carry a kind of Authority a- 
long with them; as God therefore hath ſee 
your Candle in an higher Place than that of 
others, ſo you ſhould be careful that it may 


ſhine the brighter. Tour Light ſbould ſo ſhine Matt. y 16. 


before Men, as that they may ſee your good 
Works, and hereby be induced 0 glori 
pour Fat her which is in Heaven. Oh how 


lovely a Sight 1 is it to behold Greatneſs and. 


Goodneſs in conjunction! and what a pity 
is it, ſuch a Sight is not much more com- 
mon? 

THERE is not, however, the meane 
Chriſtian that is exempted from this Duty. 
No, not thoſe whoſe Capacities are weak, 
whoſe Learning is ſmall, and who with 
great difficulty, which is the Caſe with 
many of the poorer Sort, make their paſ- 
ſage thro' an unequally divided World. 
Every Child of God muſt be one of his 
Witneſſes : and bear Teſtimony for him a- 
inſt the Impieties of the Times in which 
he lives. And the worſe the Age, or Place 
is, where his Lot' is caſt, the more vigorouſly 
ſhould he exert himſelf againſt the Vices that 
moſt prevail: Like Stars, we ſhould ſhine 
the brightcſt in the darkeſt Night. And 
when our Station, or Circumſtances in Lite, 
will not permit us to do ſo much for * as 


A8nxic on #0 an Seed 


ſome others, we are to do what we can, 
and that ſhall be accepted. 1 
Tas Words are general, and tho ſpoken 
more immediately to the twelve Diſciples, 
yer ſeem not confined to them, Whoſoever 
therefore ſball confeſs me before Men, i. e. 
ſhall ſincerely own me to be the true Meſa 
ſeas, the Son of God, and the Saviour of | 
Mankind; and ſhall acknowledge in the 
face of an unbelieving degenerate World, 
my. Truths, and Cauſe, my Ways and Sex» 
vants ; Him will I confeſs 40% before my 
Father which is in Heaven. This Man will 
IJ own, by declaring and approving this Ac- 
tion of his, and the Pcrion for it, before 
my Father; and by. rewarding him amply. 
in the preſence of his holy Angels, and be- 
fore all the World at the laſt and great Day. 
This is tho Encouragement which our Sa- 
viour here giyes, and what greater can be 
given, to a ſincere and open Confeſſion of 
him ?. If to be ſure of an Intereſt in his 
Favour, if to have his Countenance and Pro- 
tection, if to be dear to him now, to have 
the honour of a publick Acknowledgment 
from him at the Judgment-Day, and to be 
happy with him tor ever; will not prevail 
vith us to believe in him, to live to him, and 
to ſtand up for him againſt all oppoſing 
Powers; What will? It's much to be feared, 
all other Arguments will loſe heir Force 
upon us, and prove incffe@ual, 


| THERE 
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TuERxE is nevertheleſs a very powerful 
one in the words next following the Text: 


But whoſoever ſhall deny me before Men, Math. x. 


i. e. ſhall either disbelieve in me, ot turn 33- 
his back upon me and my Religion, upon 
any pretence what ſoever: or it he call him- 
ſelf a Chriſtian, yet by a Life and Conver- 
ſation the vety reverſe of What my Goſpel 
requires: makes it evident that he is no ge- 
nuine Diſciple of mine: I will be ſo far 
from owning him under that Character, that 
I will utterly diſclaim all Relation to him 
as a Saviour: and when 1 come to call the 


World to its laſt reckoning, will deny him 5 


before 1] Father, and inſtead of ſaying 
unto —— well done good and faithful Ser- 
vant, and bidding him enter into his Maſter's 
Joy; I will bid him depatt out of my Pre-: 
ſence, and ſend him down into the Lake. 
that burneth with Fire and Brimſtone, to be 
a Companion for Devils, and other wicked 
Men like himſelf; where his unwarrantable 
Unbelief, his baſe Cowardiſe, and .unre+ 
pented of Wickedneſs ſhall meet with a 
Puoilheengduch as they: deſerve. 


HaAvixe 0 thus briefly. li exploited: — 
Words: what I propoſe further to ſay to 
_ from them, ſhall. de in Gs Method. | 
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CE Would ſhew you more fully t 
is to cel Jeſus * Men. 
r 2h 
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u. IN how many Ways this may, and 
- '-* ought to be done. 
e III. I ſhall enforce the Duty, with all the 


Advantage the Text gives. 
.-Tn1s done, ſome ſuitable Improvement 


ſhall conclude che whole. I a; 


I. To ſhew you more fully wheel it is to 
confeſs Chriſt Jeſus before Men. It is nei- 
ther more nor leſs than this, to let the 
World know that we are Chriſtians; which 
can be done in no other way, but by be- 


lieving the Goſpel, and living as near as we 


can agreeable to the Holy Rules and Pre- 


cepts therein laid down. Or in other Words, 
vou may take it more largely thus: To 


confeſs Chriſt before Men, is openly and 
ingenuouſly to declare to others that we be- 
lieve him to be the true Meſſius, the only 
begotten Son of the Father, given by him 


for the Salvation of all, that ſhould accept 
him as their Saviour, and obey him as their 
Lord: that he is to this end furniſhed with 


Ability and Authority ſufficient to ſave 
them to the uttermoſt, that come unto Go 
by him: and that we, for our parts, let others 

do as they pleaſe, receive and ſubject our- 
ſelves to him as ſuch, reſolving in an hum- 
ble Dependance upon divine Aids to be ru- 
led and faved by him, and by no other, 
whatever the World, the Fleſn, and the 


; N N may 10 and * to the contrary. 


THE 
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Tur Duty of confeſſing Chriſt is here 
oppoſed to denying him, as appears from the 


following Verſe. To prevent which, we 
are carefully to watch againſt thoſe two 


Affections of the Mind, the Paſſions I mean 
of Fear and Shame; which are apt to have 


ſo great an Influence over Men in the Con- 


duct of their Lives. Theſe, when regulated 


in a proper manner, are very uſeful and 


powerſul Principles, and both concur to 
ſecure a Chriſtian in the way of his Duty. 
But if either of theſe Affections becomes 


irregular and degenerate, it very much re- 


tards the Soul in the ways of God, and is 
the Cauſe of many foul Miſcarriages. The 
greateſt Danger ariſes from the | Paſſion of 
Fear: when once that is perverted, and be- 
comes inordinate, it ſometimes occaſions 


Men to deſert their former Profeſlion and 
Practice, and'to turn alide into crooked 


Paths; which is highly provoking to God, 
and cauſes him to treat thoſe who formerly 
ſeemed to be his Friends, as Workers of Ini- 
quity. Let this then be obſery'd, 


A true Confeſlor will not deny his Sa- 


viour thro fear: it's neither the Scoffs nor 
Frowns of others, neither the Fierceneſs of 
thoſe that would gladly ſuppreſs the Truth, 
nor the Frowardnels of the leſs malicious, 
who neglect and deride it, that makes him 


afraid. Tho! Men and Devils ſhould com- 


he 1 him, the Kings of the Earth ſet 
| B 2 them- 


AT 
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themſelves, ' and the Rulers take Counſel 
together how to ſilence or puniſh- him; 
he will not deſiſt from the Profeſſion of 
the Truth, much leſs renounce it. Such 
an one was Luther, who when his Friends 
warned him of his Danger, if he went to 
Worms, and carneſtly difluaded him from 
going; ſaid, if there were as many Devils 
as Tiles there, he would not fail to-go. Our 
Saviour we read witneſſed à good Confeſſion 

1 Tim. vi. pefore Pontius Pilate. He was not afraid to 

19. let the World know who he was, and what 
2 the kind Errand he came into it up- 

St. Paul, when arraigned at the Bar 
of Felix, and. falſely accuſed there, after 
he had cleared himſelf from the firſt part of 
his Charge, which was Sedition; ſays, 
with a Courage becoming himſelf, and the 
Cauſc in which he was engaged, the Caule 
of Chriſt and Religion, the beſt cer- 

Acts xxiv. tainly in all the World; But this I con- 

14+ Kc. feſs unto thee, addreſſing himſelf to the 

chief Magiſtrate, hat after theavay which 
they call Hereſy, fo worſhip I the God of 
my Fathers, believing all things which are 
written in the Law and Prophets: and 


have. hope toward God, which they them- 
| ſelves alſo allow, meaning his Accuſers, that 
there ſhall be à Reſurrection of. the dead, 
both of the juſt and unjuſt. And herein, 
or conſequent upon ſuch a Belief as I have 
now mentioned do I exerciſe my ſelf to 


ave 


have ee 4 ae a of Offence, 


poſtle Peter once indeed denied his Lord 
thro' Fear, But it was in very diſcouraging 


Circumſtances he did it; and ata time when 


he was not ſo fully ſatisfy d of his being 
the true Meſſias, as he was a little after: 
And it ſhould be remembred, this his Weak· 
neſs and Denial coſt him a very ſevere Re- 


pentance, and that afterwards he became 


one of his boldeſt Confeſſors, not thinking 
Life itſelf too dear to part with for his Sa- 


viour. The Apoſtles owned Chriſt before 


Kings and Councils, and the greateſt Ap- 


pearances; at Jeruſalem, at Antioch, at 


Athens, and at Rome: ſometimes before 
Men of great Learning and Gravity, and 
at other times before the moſt cruel and 


bloody Perſecutors, being nothing terrified 


by their Adverſaries. The falte-hearted 


Profeſſor is ſoon daunted, whena Storm a- 


riſes, and Dangers threaten : but he that 
has the Intereſt of Religion truly at heart, 
is rather heightned in his Courage than 
diſpirited by the Rage and Malice of wicked 
Men. He ſees there is the more occaſion 


for him to ſhew his good liking to the ways 
of God, when ſo many vilify and oppole 
them. It is obſerved of St. Paul, that brave 
Chriſtian Hero, that the more oppoſition he 
met with from the Encmics of Chriſtianity, 


the 
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—— 
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the more he encreaſed in Strength, and con- 


founded the Jews which dwelt at Damaſ- 


cus, proving that this is very Chriſt. 
AND if Fear cannot enjoin the true 
Chriſtian ſilence, much leſs ſhall Shame 
do it; That being by far the weaker Temp- 
tation ot the two, it is far more inexcuſable 
to yield to it. [w:1/ ſpeak of thy Teſti- 
monies before Kings, ſays the Pſalmiſt, and 
will not be aſhamed : and Timothy had this 
Charge given him ; Be not thou therefore 


aſhamed of the Teſtimony of our Lord. Asto 


the Perſon of Chriſt, Tho he appeared in the 


 Formof a Servant, and his Viſage was more 


marred than any Man, and his Form more 
than the Sons of Men : the true Chriſtian is 
notaſhamedto own him under that very re- 
commending Character, as God his Saviour. 
Neither is he aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt: 
tho ſome of its Doctrines are contrary to the 
corrupt Reaſonings of carnal Men, and to 
the received Traditions and Cuſtoms of this 
vain World, and directly oppoſite to the In- 
clinations and Intereſts of the Fleſh. Tho' 
the Religion of Jelus was to the Jews 4 
Stumbling-Block,and to the Gentiles Fooliſh- 


ness, yet lays St. Paul, I am not aſhamed 


Rom. 1. 
16. 


of the Goſpel of Chriſt, for it is the Power 
of God unto Salvation, to every one that 


believeth, tothe Jew firſt, and alſo to the 
Greek. So far was this great Apoſtle from 
being aſhamed of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, 

7 that 
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that he gloried in it, as the cleareſt and beſt 
this lower World was cver favour'd with. 


Nor is the true Chriſtian aſhamed of the 
Ways of Chriſt, and the Worſhip which he 
has preſcribed : as Prayer, reading and hear- 
ing the Word, attending upon Sacraments, 
and living well. But is heartily glad of all 
Opportunities, eſpecially Lord's-day Oppor- 
tunities, of engaging in the Duties of Reli- 
gion, and of Aſſiſtance to diſcharge them in 


a proper manner. Let none that wait on 


thee, ſays David, be aſhamed: no, they 


15 


have no reaſon to be ſo. But let them be pfl. xxv. 


aſhamed, which tranſgreſt without cauſe. 3. 
Let the profane and ungodly Wretches be 
aſhamed of their impudent Wickedneſs and 
Follies: Let the Formaliſt bluſh when he 
thinks of his lifeleſs Profeſſion: Let thoſe 
who ſpeak and act againſt Religion, and bid 
defiance to every thing that is ſacred, be a- 


ſhamed. But as for others, who are active 
in the Ways of God, this is not their ſhame; 


but their glory. Nor is the ſincere Chri- 


tian aſhamed of his Fellow-Confeſlors, who. 


own this Chriſt, and therefore hold theſe 


Doctrines, and practiſe theſe Duties. Be the 


Time and Place in which he lives never ſo 


bad; it does not abaſh him, that the World 


and Mammon have ſuch Crouds of Vota- 
ries paying devotion to their Shrines, whilſt 


Chriſt hath but comparatively a few ſincere 
Followers. He is aſhamed of thc World's' 
* Wicked- 
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| Wickedneſs, but he values a good' Chriſtian 
the more, and not the lets, becauſe there 

are but few like him. If he be a poor Man, 

yet if he be a true Servant of Jeſus Chriſt, he 

loves him much. He hath indeed a more 

than ordinary value for a rich uſeful good 

Man, upon many accounts ; this is the Man 

of his right hand: bur it does not humble 

him, that many of Chriſt's Followers are 

poorly provided for as to this World. Of 
nothing is he aſhamed of in them, but thèir 

finful Weaknefles and Infirmities. . 

Av as the true Confeſſor will not deny 

Chriſt thro' Fear nor Shame, at Icaſt will 

not ordinarily do it; ſo I now add, nei- 

ther will he do it for the ſake- of any Ad- 
vantages ariſing to him from this Earth. 

The World indeed has proved too powerful 

a Temptation for ſome Profeſſors of Reli- 

gion to withſtand: and they have rather 
choſen to give up all Intereſt in Chriſt Jeſus, 

| than part with any conſiderable Portion of 
2 Tim. ir. it for him. Demas hath forſaken me, ſays | 
14 Kt. Paul, having loved this perſent World. 
He preferred his Riches to his God, his In- 
tereſt on Earth, to his Happineſs in Heaven. 
But good Men have a very different Turn of 
Mind : the Honours, the Profits, and the 
Pleaſures of this World have in a good 
meaſure loſt their Influence over them. They 
admire and value ſomething more than 
theſe, crying out with Peter, whither ſhould 
. | we - 


for. Reformation of Maziners. 


17 


in ue go, Lord, but unto thee? thou haſt the 
re Words of eternal Life. They find a much 
n, greater Satisfaction in the Ways, and amongſt 
ic the Servants of Chriſt, than they can find 
re any where elſe. They prefer an Intereſt in 
d their Saviour to all other Intereſts; and as 
n God hath proſpered them in the World, 
ci will uſc their Wealth and Power and Ins 
re fluence for him, counting all things but loſs 
far the Excellency of the K 1 of 
ir Chriſt Jeſus their Lord. 

HAVING now ſhewn you what it is to 
Y & confeſs Chriſt before Men, I proceed to 
il F the ſecond general Head of Diſcourſe; which 
is to ſhow you, 
. II. In how many Ways this may and 
1 ought to be done. To whichlT antwer: ſo 
many ways as there are of making known 
r to others our Belief of the Dadride: and 
Obedience to the Authority and Commands 
t of Chriſt; ſo many ways there are of con- 
feſſing him. There are two ways more e- 
ſpecially of doing it: the one by our Words, 


the other by our Actions. 


t. Wx arc to confeſs Chriſt by our 
f Words. For with the Heart, Man belie eth LAS 
= 8:77 Righteouſneſs z and with the Mouth, 0. 
| = Confeſſion is made unto Salvation. Such was 
i St. Peter's Confeſſion, And Simon Peter ut. vi. 
| anſwered and ſaid, thou art Chriſt the Jon is. 
' | of the living God. This confeſſing of Chriſt 
by. words, implics morc than a bare Owning 
— | his 


. 
dye 
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his Truths and Ways; namely, a defending 
them, as our Capacitics vary, againſt all Gain- 
ſay ers. We ſhould ftand up for the Truths 
of the Goſpel againſt every Oppoſer, and 


by all prudent, charitable, good- natur d 


them to conſider whether for any the greateſt 


Methods, take pains to inform their Judg- 
ments better: and the rather ſhould we do 
this, becauſe an erroneous Judgment muſt 
have in many Caſes an ill Influence upon 
the Practice. And as for ſuch Perſons, as 
are not only out of the way of Truth, but 
of Righteouſneſs too, Perſons of bad Prin- 
ciples and bad Morals; ſo far as any thing, 


we can ſay is likely to have a good Effect, 
our beſt Endeavours ſhould not be wanting 
to reclaim them. To this end, we are to 


repreſent to them the Odiouſneſs of Sin, 
the Beauty, the Excellency and Neceſſity of 
Religion, and to convince them if poſſible, 
that to be religious is to be wiſe. We are 
to ſet before them a State of Rewards or 
Retributions, that is yet future; and to ſhew 
them, that as they demean themſelves here, 
they muſt be diſpoſed of for ever after Death. 
Bid them think of a Judgment to come, 
and of the many awful Circumſtances that 
will attend the great Day : and ask them 


: where the Coutſe of Life in which they are 


engaged will end, and how? And deſire 


Pleaſures Sin can afford them, it's worth 
their while to be always unhappy. Make 


them ſenſible, that tho their Caſe be a bad 


one, 
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one, it is not yet hope leſs; tho' they may 


ſoon make it io, by dropping into Hell, or 
ſinning till they are quite forſaken of the 
Spirit of God. Shew them that God is re- 
conciling the World unto himſelf by Jeſus 


Chriſt, and has Mercy in ſtore for tlie vileſt 


Offenders, provided they become true Pe- 


nitents. Let the wicked forſake his Way, Idia lo. 


and the wirighteous Man his Thoughts, 3. 


and let him return unto the Lord; and he 


ill have mercy upon him, and to our God, 
far he will abundantly pardon. God, has 


pardoned innumerable Sinners alrcady, and 
ſome of the, worſt ſort, and he is as ready 


to forgive as ever: but as ever any hope for 


Mercy at his hands, let them not expect it 
without Repentance and Amendment of 
Life. Repent, ſays the Prophet, and turn giek. 


yourſelves from all your. Tranſgreſſions, ſô xvii. zo. 


Iniquity ſpall not be your Ruin: a plain In- 


timation, that if we repent not, Iniquity will 
be our Ruin moſt incvitably. Who can 


tell but by theſe and ſuch like Arguments, 


we may, tino the divine Bleſſing accom- 
panying them, be the happy Inſtruments of 
turning Sinners from the Error of their 


Ways? And can we do too much to ſave a 
Soul from Death, and to hide and prevent a 


Multitude of Sins? I his we are toendeavour, 


as we would not betray the Cauſe of Chriſt, 
deſert his Truth, and become the Denpeis 
Of it in his Accoun . 


1 en l nt hs 
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2. ANOTHER way in which we are to 
confeſs Chriſt, is by our Actions. It is not 
barely ſaying a great deal for him, and laying 


1t well, that will much avail us. It is not 
calling Chriſt, Lord, Lord, that will gain 


us Admiſſion into his Favour here, or into 


Ma, ck. vii. 


21. 


cternal Glory hereafter. No, He himſelf 
hath ſaid ; Not every one that calleth me 
Lord, Lord, ſhall enter inta the Kingdom 
of Heaven : who then is the happy Man that 
ſhall have a place there? Why, he that doth 
the Will of my Father which is in Hea- 
ven. An outward Profeſlion always ought: 
in due place to accompany the in ward real 
Holineſs of the Heart, and will do ſo: but 
we muſt take hecd of confounding theſe 
two, in thcirown Natures fo vaſtly different. 
They do wickedly and unreaſonably, who 
blame Chriſtians for making a. Profeſſion 
of Godlineſs; but thoſe who are ſatisfied with 
a meer external Profeſſion, will find them- 
ſelves no leſs miſerably miſtaken. Oh how 
eaſy a thing were it to be a Ohriſtian, if this 

were all, to own Felus Chriſt for my Lord 
and Saviour in Words, when my Heart de- 
nicth him, and will have none of him? To 
perform a few cuſtomary Services to him, 
which are moſt open to the View of Men, 
when I have no inward ſpiritual Delight in 
him, nor in his Service? Nay, how caly. 
were it to profeſs, as the Papiſts do, a more 
ſtrict and ſeverc way of living, than what 
Christ himſelf hath taught or commanded, 


ang 


for Reformation of Manners. 
and at the ſame time to keep the Luſts of 
our Hearts unmortify'd ? Satan will let you 
go thus far, and give you little or no dif- 
turbance; nay, perhaps encourage you in it, 
and make you think yourſelves ſecure e- 


nough in this Condition. But aſſure your- 


ſelves, to be a true Chriſtian, is more than 
all this amounts to. Religion is our like- 
nels to God: we arc therefore to ſee to it, 
that the Temper of our Minds be right in 


his ſight, and this we are to evidence by 
the Actions of Life: which are more in- 
fallible Signs of our Thoughts than the beſt 


compoſed Speeches, and often ſpeak the 
Truth when Words are only meant to de- 
ceive. The practical Chriſtian is certainly 

the only Man that makes a Profeſſion of 


Religion to any good purpoſe. I have ſomes - 
where read of a Philoſopher that denied 
there was ſuch a thing as Motion, till ano- 


ther ſilenced his wrangling by walking croſs 
the Room: a practical Anſwer is clearly the 
beſt. If we are true Chriſtians, and would 
have the World think us ſuch, we muſt let 
them ſee it, by leading Lives becoming the 
Goſpel. We cannot give a better Evidence, 


nor indeed any other ſo good, of our high 
Eſteem and thorough Approbation of the 
Religion we profeſs, and of our Subjction 
to the Authority that eſtabliſhed it, than by 
conforming ourſelves to the holy Rules and 


anf therein laid down. 
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Ix is a ſtrong Proof of our Loyalty to 
our Prince, if we are careful to obſerve 
and obey all his Laws. This ſhews that we 
acknowledge his Sovereignty and Juriſ- 
diction over us, and that We have devoted 


dur ſelves to his Service. And if a Man 
ſhould make never ſo many formal Proteſt. 


tations of his Loyalty and Fealty to his So- 
vercign, and in the mean time run on ina 
Courſe of Rebellion againſt him, and be 
guilty of one Treaſon after another, till 
there was ſcarce left a Crime to make him 
blacker; he would juſtly be proceeded a- 
gainſt as a Rebel and a Traitor, and would 
meet with no Favour at all for his carneſt 
Proteſtations of Innocency and Loyalty: 
becauſe his ſeditious Practices manifeſt the 
Vanity of ſuch Pretenſions. So Mens pro- 
feſſed Devotedneſs to Chriſt, if they act 
contrary to their Profeſſion, does but render 
their Diſſervice the greater, and their Per- 
ſons more odious and vile before God, and 
an good Men. E n 

'B ur there are certain Seafonk, wherein 


” t will not be ſufficient for a Subject quietly: 


to perform the common Duties which his 
Relation to his Prince obliges him to: but 


he muſt moreover expreſs his Fidelity by 


ſuch Speeches and Actions extraordinary, as 
the preſent Exigence of Affairs requires. 


Sometimes he mult declare againſt the In- 
truſions of Ulurpers, that invade the Rights 


of his Prince : and - mult at other times at 
- vigorouſly 
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. Vigerouly for the Preſervation or g | 


tion of his Dominions, 


AN p thus it is with the Subjects of Chriſt | 
ſus. A Strain of ſerious Piety ſhould run 
ftzhro the whole Life of a Chriſtian, and 


every thing he docs ſhould be a freſh Proof 
that he is one. But there are ſome Duties 


wherein this Profeſſion ſhould be more ex- 


plicite, and which when diſcharged in a 
proper manner, will give a more full and 


expreſs Teſtimony: to Religion. Theſe are 5 


inet as follow. 


i: R. refuſing to comply with the Vices 


of the Times in which we live, and uſing 
all our Intereſt to oppoſe them. When Ini- 
quity flows in upon us as a Flood, and Im- 
moralitics of all kinds abound, it's high 
time to lift up the Standard againſt them, to 
try what can be done toſtem the overflowing 
Tide, and to prevent the threatning Danger, 
the impending Ruin. How very daring is; 
Vice? What dreadful Abominations are 
there in the midſt of us? Some, that even 
Heathens themſelves would be aſhamed to be 
guilty. of; and yet Chriſtians bluſh not to 
commit. Let me mention a few that pro- 
perly come under this Day's Notice. ' 
. I begin with profane Swearing: how 
ſhocking is this Sin, yet how common a- 


mongſt all Ranks of Men, eſpecially theo 


lower Sort? The Name, the glorious and 
fearful Name, the Lord our God, which 


ſhould never. be mentioned but with alt. 
| poſſible 


* 
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poſlible Reverence and Regard, is treated 
with that Levity and Wantonneſs, with that 
Boldneſs and Impudence, as would be dis- 


to a meaner Magiſtrate. An Oath is an 
Appeal to God, concerning the Truth of 
what we ſay, as the Patron of Truth, and 
the Avenger of a Lye, and an imprecating 
his Wrath in caſe we wilfully deliver a falſe 


Teſtimony. So ſacred is an Oath, that it 
is not to be given, but where there is a juſt 


Call to it; and when given, it ſhould be 


done with the utmoſt Solemnity. Now this 


cannot be pleaded for Swearing in our or- 
dinary Converſation : there's no Neceſlity 


for it. Nay, what makes this Sin the more 
| audacious and provoking, is, that there is 


no Profit, no Pleaſure, no Honour attends 
it: it is ſinning for ſinning ſake, and juſt as 
if a Man ſhould purpolely goout of his way 


to affront Almighty God. This is a Sin, | 
Which directly diſhonours God: a Sin which 


inyolves the Perſon that is chargeable with 
it, in abundance of guilt before God; and 
it renders him vile and contemptible, and 
juſtly ſo, ro all good Men, let His Accom- 
pliſnments other wiſe be never ſo conſider- 
able: and with reſpect unto moſt, it weakens 


his Credit as to his Veracity. In regard to 


others, this Sin hath its very bad Effects. 
It is apt to ſpread its Contagion, and to in- 
fect all that are not well armed againſt 
it. How caſily do even Children learn to. 


ſ Wear 
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ſwear when their Parents or others fo them | 


the bad Example? What is more, when 
this Sin grows common, it is a very high 


national Provocation : It ſtrikes at the very 


Foundations of all good Order amongſt 
Men, and looks as if Religion was leaving 
a Country. Religion is the great Support 
and Stay of Society ; now this Sin openly 
defies and denies all Religion, An Oath 
ſolemnly taken upon juſt Occaſions is many 
times the dernier Reſort, the laſt Refuge a- 
gainſt Injuſtice : But there cannot be con- 
trived a more effectual Way to leſſen Mens 
Reverence for this great Inſtrument of So- 
ciety, than to apply it looſely and rudely to 
Things mean and trivial, or to uſe it upon 
no occaſion at all, but to abulc A 5 

S iN CE then the Sin of profane Swearing 


| ſo much diſhonours God, is ſo very preju- 


dicial tg thoſe who are guilty of it, and 
looks with ſo pernicious an Aſpect upon So- 
cicty: it may with the higheſt Reaſon be 
expected from us, that we carcfully avoid it 
ourſelyes, and diſcourage it in others. Can 


we do too much to prevent the ſpreading. 
Evil? It ill, methinks, becomes the Man, 


and worſe the Gentleman, and worſt of all 
the Chriſtian, in this profane manner to 


abuſe thoſe two excellent Gifts, whereby 


his Creator hath made him to excel, and dil- 


tinguiſhed him from the Creatures below 


him. His Capacity, I mean, of knowing 


Bar. and his Faculty of Speech. Oh how 
l — much 
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7 much better were it for many Men, if like 


Brutes they wanted a Faculty to conceive of 
God, and a Tongue to ſpeak of him, than 
that inſtead of exalting him, they ſhould 
thus. rudely toſs his Name in their unhal- 
lowed Lips! That is a poſing Queſtion, 
which I would deſire the common Swearer 
to ask himſelf, what he means by praying ſe- 
veral times the ſame Day, Hallowed be thy 
Name, and in the next Company he comes 


thus intolerably defiles it > What is this but 


a Mockery of God, and downright Hypo- 
criſy ? Have we not reaſon to wonder at the 


Patience of God, that ſuffers ſuch Wretches 


to live, were it not, I was going to ſay, the 


greater Wonder of the two, there ſhould 
be a Wretch ſo vile? 


* THERE are other Sins beſides, that 1 
have been expoſing, which we ſhoald bear 
our Teſtimony againſt. As the Neglect and 
open Contempt "of the Lord's Day, which 
God hath mercitully, ſet apart as a Day of 
Reſt to'the Body, and of Improvement to 
the Mind. Thisis by roo many made a Day 
of Buſineſs, of Recreation, and Pleaſure : 
if not of ſinful Pleaſures, which 1 fear is 


. often the Caſe, yet of ſuch Pleaſures, which 


tho? not ſinful in themſelves, and on other 


Days, yet arc by no mcans to be juſtificd 


on this. Inſtead of ſpending the chief Part 
of it in the private and publick Exerciſes of 
Devotion, too many ſpend it in Revellings 
and Drunkenneſs, in Debaucherics and Ex» 

cclles, 
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ceſſes. Some Perſons have obſerved, that 
there is more Wickedneſs committed on this 
Day, than on any other Day in the Week, 
and I wiſh there be not a great deal of Truth 
in the melancholly Obſeryation. 
Dr UNKENNESS is another Sin, which 
I would not paſs by without a Remark or 
two upon it. A Sin of a very pernicious 
Nature in itſelf, and dreadful many times in 
its Conſequences: As it injures a Man in 
his Health, breaks in upon a good Conſti- 
tution, often prejudices, if not ruins his 
Eſtare and Family, and expoſes him to many 
other Vices; as Fornication, . Adultery, In- 
ceſt, Swearing, Curſing, Gaming, Revenge, 
nay, and 2 45 itſelf. What miſchief 
may not that Man do, who has loſt the uſe 
of his Reaſon? and who can think himſelf 
lafe in his Company, who neither knows, 
nor cares what he does? How does the j in- 
temperate Debauchee unman himſelf, and 
degrade his noble Faculties in the uſe of 


thole good Creatures, which he ought to 


receive and uſe with Moderation and 
Thankſgiving? how ungrateful is he to his 


God ? how unkind to himſelf, to his Fa- 
mily, and to his Friends? how unworthy, 


if rich, to have the Bleſſings of Providence 
continued? and if poor, "of other Mens 
Liberality and Bounty? A Perſon com- 


monly addicted to this Sin, eſpecially if a 


Magiſtrate or a Miniſter, deſtroys hereby 
his Uſefulneſs in Life, and does more hurt 
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to Religion by his Example, than he is ever 
like to do good by his other Influence. Let 
thoſe who are thus guilty, conſider the 
Character which this Sin bears in Scripture, 
the Company it is joined with, and the 
Threatnings denounced againſt it there, 
Orr. vi. Know ye not that the unrightcous ſhall not 
* inherit the Kingdom of God? Be not de- 
cerved, neither Fornicators, nor 1dolaters, 
nor Adulterers, nor Effeminate, nor Abuſers 
of themſelves with Mankind, nor Thieves, 
nor Covetous, nor Drunkards, nor Ne- 
Vilers, nor Extortioners ſhall inherit the 
Kingdom of God. 
ur Sin I ſhall laſt mention; tho' not 
the leaſt odious, is that of Uncleanneſs: 
by. which ſo many thouſands of both Sexes, 
in and about this great City, have ruin'd 
their Bodies, and it's greatly to be feared, 
undone their Souls. Very worthy Endea- 
yours have been uſed formerly, and of late, 
for the Suppreſſion of this Immorality, both 
by Magiſirarcs and others, for which Thanks 
are juſtly due to them from the Publick : 
and they have heartily mine; and it's very 
much to be wiſh'd and hoped their laudable 
Example may be followed by others of the 
worſhipful Bench, and that Encouragement 
Will be given for the further Diſcovery of 
. Nga -houſes, thoſe Schools of Debauchery, 
— 5 of this, and of all other 
Tac f Wickedneſs: and for the prevent- 
A ing 5 looſe and 6M Gl Perſons” walking 
| the 
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the Streets at unſeaſonable Hours, and 


taking thoſe indecent and criminal Liber- 
ties, which they but too commonly do. 


And the rather is this to be hoped for and 


expected, becauſe not only the Religion 
which we profeſs, but the Laws of our 
Country give a Sanction to ſuch Proceedings 
againſt Offenders of this Sort, and the Good 


of Neighbourhoods; nay, the Peace, the 


Safety, and nien of the men io 


much require it. 
Ir we would bear our Teſtimony fot 
Chriſt, we muſt bear it againſt theſe Sins: 


by revereneing the Name of God, religiouſly 
obſcrving the Lotd's-Day, frequently and 


reverently attending upon the Miniſtry of 


the Word, and devoutly communicating 


at the Lord*s-Table : by living ſoberly, and 
by being careful to cleanſe ourſelves from 
all Filthineſs, both of Fleſh and Spirit. To 


practiſe theſe Duties, and conſcientiouſly to 
oppole the Vices that are contrary. to them, 


is giving a eta nnn to Reli- 
gion. 

2. ANOTHER way in which we are 
to confcls Chriſt, is by honouring his Mem- 
bers, relieving them as there is occaſ ion, and 
giving all the Encouragement we are capa- 
ble, to Works of Piety and Mercy. As to 
hate and perſecute any of the Followers of 


ow Chriſt, meerly upon the ſcore of dif- 


ering Sentiments in Religion, is highly 


diſhonourable and — ing to him, and 
ir  alrogether 


oy . 
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| altogether unchriſtian ; ſo to ſhelter them 
from the Malice and Rage of their Enemies, 
to relieve their Neceſlities, to pieſerve their 
Reputations, to vindicate their Fame from 
. falſe Aſperſions, and by all lawful Means 10 
_ Cheriſh, comfort, and countenance them z 
Ter. this, as St. Paul ſays, is an var of a ſweet 
"Smell, a Sacrifice acceptable, well-pleaſing 
to God. What we doto the poor Members 
of Chriſt, or indeed to any of his Members, 
he reſents as done to his own Perſon ; for 
he dwells in them, and is in a ſort repre- 
| ſented by every one of them. As may be 
ſeen in that account which he himſelf gives 
of the Proceſs of the great Day, in the 
Concluſion of the 25th Chapter of St. 
Mart. zxv. Matthew's Goſpel: In as much, ſays he, 
2483 ye have done it unto one of the leaſt of 
theſe my Brethren, ye have done it unis 
mne. To be charitable, obliging, and be- 
neficent, and ready to every good Work, 
wherein the Honour of God, and the In- 
tereſt of Religion is concerned; is the Cha- 
racter, the endearing Character, of St. Pauls 
Rom. v. good Man, for whom it is ſaid ſome would 
even dareto die. il | 
3. REPROVING Sinners is another e- 
| minent A of Confeſſion. When we dare 
not join with them in their evil Courſes, 
| and are ſo far from ſeeming to do ſo, that 
Wwe enter our Protcſts againſt ſuch Proceed- 
ings, ſhow our Diſlike to them, reprehend 
the guilty, and, when it is in our power, 
i : _ reſtrain 
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reſtrain and puniſh them, this is complying 


with the Apoſtle's Exhortation : Have noeph. v. 


Fellowſhip with the unfruitful Works off 
Darkneſs, but rather reprove them. Re © 
proof, it muſt be owned, is one of the moſt 
ungrateful Parts of a Chriſtian's Work, and 
it will try our Prudence as much* as moſt 
things to manage it well: ſuch is Men's 
Untowardneſs, and fo ſoon do they give in- 
to Paſſion, and angry Reſenrmenr. But 
difficult and unpleaſing as it is, this is Work 
that muſt be done. And when milder and 
more gentle Methods, which are firſt to be 
tried, and Reproofs too, fail of reclaiming 
thoſe, who for the preſent ſeem incorri- 
gible in Vice; then we are, in Tenderneſs to 
them, and out of regard to the Welfare of 
the Community to which we belong, to have 
recourſe to the civil Magiſtrate, and to en- 
deavour in our places to bring ſuch Offen- 
ders to Shame and Puniſhment, ſo far as the 
Crimes they are guilty of, come under the 
Cogniſance of the Laws made for the Suß⸗ 
preflion of Immorality and Vice. 

4. TA E laſt Way I ſhall mention of ot. 
feſfing Chriſt, is by ſuffering for him. If 
we ſuffer for the Teſtimony of Jeſus in our 
Liberties, or in our Eſtates, as moſt of the 
primitive Chriſtians did, and many in later 
times have done: Or if it be but in our 
Names by Reproaches, if we ſuffer like 
Chriſtians, we exhibit our Belief that God 
_ Fe de true to his Promiſes, and reward 

theſe 
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theſe Loſſes. But if God ſhouldcall and e 


us not only to endanger our Lives for the 


Name of the Lord Jeſus ; ; but even to ſcal 


the Teſtimony of our Lips with our Heart's 


Blood, rather than deny our Saviour.: we 


hereby give the moſt coſtly and leaſt queſ- 
tionablo Evidence of our Sinccrity, and 


bring the higheſt honour to Gol, and our Re- 


gcemer. Hence Cuttom hath obtaincd, that 


the Word Martyr, which in its firſt Signifi- 


cation is a common Name for all that bear 
witnels to the Truth, ſhould be appropriated 


to this onc, and the moſt illuſtrious Order 
of Confeſlors. But 1 necd not inſiſt more 


largely on this Head, ſince we are in no vi- 


fible Danger of ſuffering in the Cauſe of 


Religion, unleſs it be from the Reproaches 
of the Wicked, whoſe Reproaches are an 
Honour, and often turn to advantage; for 
God bleſſes us the more ſometimes, when 
Men curſe us, and becauſe they do ſo. We 
Jive under a mild and gentle Adminiſtration, 
which maintains to us our Rights and Privi- 
leges, religious as well as civil, and have a- 
bundant reaſon to own, and to bleſs God, 
that we are Subjects to the beſt of Kings, 


and Governments in the World. Yea, ſo 


happy are we, that I know not any thing, 
bur a more thorough Reẽ!jn, could 
make us more lo. 


Tavs far we have gone: I have ſhewn 


you what it is tO cpufeis Chriſt, and in how 


many 


| mat we * SI w 
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many Ways this may and N to be dk 


And now . come, | 


3 


Ul. To Sabena ths Duc em the En 


couragement here given. Mboſoever theres 
Fore ſball confeſs me before Men; that's out 


Duty; the Motive to it follows, him 2b 


I alſoconfeſ3 before my Father which'is in 


Heaven. Our Blefſed Saviour hath in theſe 
Words cloſely connected our Intereſt with 
our Duty, and back d it with an excellent and 
glorious Promiſe. He does not only give us 


leave to acknowledge him, but encoura 


us to it, not only vith the Aſſurance of a 
kind Acceptance, but of Reward. Nor 
does he intend to put us off with ſome ſors 


ry Requital, but will afford us an ample 


Recompence. Perhaps you can ſee little 
Proſpect of doing good by your Profeſſion, 


and that all your Endeavours for others Re- 


formation, are likely to be in vain. Well, be 
it ſo, tho? perhaps it may prove otherwiſe, 


yet Chriſt is ſo juſt that he will not break his 


Word, and ſuffer a good Action to which 


he hath promiſed his Bleſſing to go unre- 


warded and he is fo merciful, that he will 
Not meaſure hisReward by the Suceeſs which 
your Care and Pains have had upon others, 
but by the good Intention from which they 
proceeded in yourſelves. ' Good Men are 


| dear to their Saviour now, he looks upon 
them with Approbation and Delight: he 


makes them his peculiar Care, and will not 


ra „ deny 
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BL. xi 7. righteous Lord loveth Ri hteouſneſs, 


ASM to the Sorieties 
deny them any thing that is good. ne 
Countenance doth behold the upright. His 
Face and Favour arc ever towards Men .of 


this Character: He remembers their Ser- 


vices ſo as to make them ſome ſuitable Re- 
turns for them in this World. But be this 
as it will, I mean, with reſpect unto the 
Rewards of Religion in the preſent Life: if 


we openly and honeſtly confeſis Chriſt be- 


fore Men, we fhall have a full Recompence 
in a future State, which will ſhame all our 


Loſſes and Sufferings for him, it will fo iar 
exceed them. Tf Salvation can make us a- 


mends, all is well; and if the Word of God 


may ſtand for good Security,” all is ſure. 


Happy it will be with us when we die, and at 
the laſt great accounting Day, Jeſus Chriſt 
will mention our Names and Services with 
Marks of Honour and Reſpect before his Fa- 
ther, and that numerous Aſſembly of Angels 
and Men which fhall then be convencd be- 
fote him. Theſe, will he ſay, are the Per- 
e ſons whom I have redeemed with my 
4 Blood, I offered to be their Saviour, and 
« they have accepted of me as ſuch, upon 
« my own Terms; they eſpouſed my Cauſe 
and Intereſt, when they were in the World, 
＋ and I now own them for mine, and will 
i take them with me into Heaven: where 
Jam, they ſhall be alſo, and partake with 
« me ofa Happineſs perfect in its kind, and 


+. that ſhall never 'ccaſe whilſt God lives,. 
v _« and 


his 


_ A TF 1 © & o 


fer Reftrmation of Manners. 


* and Eternity can laſt.” The Prophet Ma- 


 lachi ſpeak ing of ſome Perſons that ſtood up 
for God and Religion i in a very corru Ape Age, 


ſpoke Mal. iii. 


fays, Then they that feared the Lor 
often one to another, and the Lord Lear 
wed and heard it, and a Book of Remem:. 
brance was written before him for them 


#bat 7 the Lord, aud that thought on 
And the next Words are ex- 

ceeding comfortable, They ſhall be mine, 

ſaith — Lord of Hoſts, in the Day when 


1 make up 'my Jewels. Oh what ans 


ragement is this to be religious! that a Life 


ſpent in the Service of Chriſt, and to his 
Glory here, ſhall end in Heaven at laſt. 
SHOULD any of you make light of che 
Promiſes, and think the good things con- 
tained in them, too diſtant to have any great 
weight with you ; 1 beſeech you, bethink 


yourſelves of the Threatnings denounced a- 


gainſt thoſe who deny the Lord Jeſus. Be- 


35 


6, 17. 


fides the Verſe following the Text, But Luke is. 


whoſoever ſpall deu me "before Men, hin 26. 


will T alſo deny before my Father which is. 


in Heaven, Which are very awful Words; 


conſider thoſe of St. Luke : Whoſoever ſhall 


be aſhamed. of me, and of my Wards, of 


him ſhall the Son of Man be aſhamed, when 
he ſhall come in his own Glory, and in bis 


Fathers, andof the holy Angels. And thof, fa | 


alſo, If we fuſfer with him, wwe ſball a 


reign with him; but if we deny him, he wall ID 


wy 15. A few Inferences, and I have aa 
2 Ap- 


ay 
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4 ate. 1. W may all bm hence learn 


our ji a Duty which we muſt per- 


form, as ever we hope to find favour with 


_ God in the Hour of our Death, at. the 
Judgment-Day, and for ever after. This is 


to confeſs Chriſt, which, as hath been ex- 
plained, is to own his Truths and Ways, his 
Cauſe and Servants, againſt all the Oppoſition 
that is made to them by a perverſe World. 

The Magiſtrate is here taught his Duty; and 
give melcave, Gentlemen, to mention it with 
all due Submiſſion, you are by Office ap- 
pointed to be Terrors to Evil-Doers, but a 
Praiſe and Encourag gement to them that do 
well. The Honour of God, the Intereſt of 
Religion, and the Good of your Country, all 
Joudly call upon you, faithfully to diſcharge 
the important Truſt: and you cannot in any 
other way ſo effectually conſult your own 
Honour, and promote your own beſt Hap» 
pineſs, as by countenancing Virtue, and 
diſcouraging the Vices of a " ſinful Age, in 
the wiſe Execution of the Laws that are made 
againſt them. May I be allowed to addreſs 

myſelf tomy Reverend Fathers, and Brethren 
in the Miniſtry. Our Duty is to live well, 

and to preach well. Thus much the World 
looks for and expects from us: and if theſe. 
things are wanting, they will deſpiſe both us 
and our Profeſſion. We are ro cry aloud, 
and ſpare not, to lift up our Voice like a 
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greſſions, and the Houſe of Jacob their Sins. 
He ſpends his Days and Strength, and im- 


proves his Talents to the beſt advantage, that 
winneth Souls to Chriſt. This is the way 


to ſbine as the Brightneſs of the Firma- Dan. xii 


ment, and as Stars for ever and ever. Nay, 
as the Sun in the Kingdom of our Father. 
If. we do but ſincerely the Con- 
verſion of Souls, our Reward will be much 
the ſame : for tho Iſrael be not gathered, we 
ſhall be ſaved. Shall I addreſs myſelf to 
Parents? here Reformation ſhould begin, and 
it's in vain to expect a thorough Reformation 
of Manners, if Parents and Maſters of Fa- 
milies neglect their Duty to thoſe under their 
Inſtruction and Care, and inſtead of ſetting 
them a good Example, ſet them a bad one, 
which is too commonly the fad Caſe. It's 
true, a good Example in Parents and Maſters 
has not al ways its deſired and deſigned good 
Effect upon Children and Servants; we ſec 
Religion lie gaſping and ſtarving at ſome 
doors, where it uſcd formerly to meet with 
the kindeſt, and moſt friendly Entertainment. 
But this is the moſt likely Method to mend 

the World; and the Magiſtrate's and Mi- 
niſter's Endeavours are likely ro be to little 


purpoſe without it. Train up a Child in the prov. xxil 


Vay he ſhould go, and when he is old, hes. 
: will not di part from it. It's certain he ſhould 
not,” and it is to.be hoped, he will not for- 
get the good Inſtructions that were early 
impreſod upon his Mind: Nay, he cannot 

o 
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ſo eaſily indulge himſelf in à Courſe of 
Wickedneſs, as one who hath been a Stran- 
ger to a pious Education. That is a very 
honourable Character, which God gives of 

Abraham, and is worthy the Imitation of 

every Chriſtian Parent and Head of a Family. 
Gen. xvii. I know Abraham; that he will command his 
19. Children and bis Houſhold after him, and 

they ſball keep the way 2. the Lord to do 
Juice and Judgment. It is faid, to the 
everlaſting Honour of Cornelius, that he 
| feared God with all his Houſe. Happy 
Family! whoſe Head does not only fear God, 
but all under his Roof? Did every Family 
do ſo, how nearly would this Earth reſem- 
ble Hcaven ? And as for thoſe who have 
voluntarily centred themſelves into Societies 
for bettering a degenerate Age; yours is a 
very Praiſe-worthy / Undertaking, and happy 
are you if you ſuccecd in it: I doubt not but 
you will think your Coſt and Pains well be- 
ſtow'd if this be the Caſe, and all good Men 
will think ſo too. A bare harmleſs Profeſ- 
ſton in you is not enough, nor ſhould it be 
thought ſufficient in any, becauſe Chriſt re- 
quires more, tho' even this were to be wiſh'd 
for in all. Vour Buſineſs is to be active for 
God and Religion, your Diſcouragements in 
a Work of this kind are conſiderable, but 
your Encouragements are greater ſtill; which | 
leads to a ſecond Inference. 
2. WE hence ſee our Encouragement. 
11 ſtanding up for the Cauſe of Religion, 
you 


you will ſecure, if ſincere, the Peace and 
Comfort of your own Minds, which is an 
in valuable Treaſure: no tejoicing like that 
which is the Produce of a good Conſcience; 
vyou hereby recommend yourſelves to the Fa- 
vour and Affection, to the Love and Eſteem 
of all who are truly good, you have the ett» 
tire Conſent of the beſt Men in the World 
to your Conduct, tho perhaps not of the 
moſt. It is a very honourable thing to be 4 
Profeſſor of Religion, there is ſomething in 
it very auguſt, and that commands Reſpect 
from all, as ungenteel and unfalhionable as 
ſome may reckon it. And what do yon 
know but God, iu anſwer to out Prayers ane 
Endeavours to ſerve him, may have kept off 
ſuch ſweeping Judgments as would have 
ruin d all, and involved your Perſons and 
Eſtates too, in the common Deſolation ? The 
World is not ſenſſble how much they owe to 
the ſinccre Profeſſots of Religion; if they _ 
were, they would treat them in a better Man- 
ner. Beſides, you have the Approbation of 
God and Chrift fefus; you are ſure of a pub- 


lick Acknowledgment at the great Day, from 


the judge of the whole Earth, and of being 
happy to Eternity: and this is more than all 
the reſt; nay, and infinitely more than all & 
ther Enconragements and Advantages what- 

ſoevir.” i . .. 
3. Lz r us ſee to it, that our Profeſſion 
proceeds from a Principle of ſerious Piety 3 
otherwiſe whatever good Effects our Endea- 
vours 
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vours for others Reformation may have up- 
on them, they will be loſt with reſpect unto 
ourſelves. To this end, let ns pray to God 
that he would put his Fear into our Hearts, 


and write his Law upon our Minds. Let us 
eye his Providence and Grace, and beg of 


him to give us Wiſdom and Diſcretion; in 
our Chriſtian Courſe, and to encreaſe both 
our Holineſs and Uſefulneſs in Life; and that 


when he calls usout ofthis vain, ſinful World, 
it may be to the World of perfect Purity, 


Peace, and Joy. Now to him who hath loved 


us, and died to waſhus from our Sims in his 
own Blood ; who is able to keep us from fal- 


ling, and to preſent us before his Father with 
exceeding great Foy : even tothe Lamb that 


ſittet h upon the Throne; be a ſcribed through. 


out all the Churches, Glory and Honour, 
Salvation and Bleſſing, for ever- and. for 


ever. Amen and Amen. 
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